arming the pressure pad when said pressure more than a predetemiined pressure 
is on the pressure pad whereby the pressure pad serves as a sensor; 

activating an alarm when the pressure more than a predetermined pressure has 
been on the pressure pad for a predetermined time and is removed from the anned 
pressure pad after said predetermirAd time; and 

disposing of the pressure paj when the patient no longer has use of the pressure 
pad without pemiitting use by anotner patient. 




(amended) A pressure pap comprising: 
a gel cushion; 

an alamn system having a pressure switch and an alann; 
said pressure switch being in communication with said gel cushion, whereby 
pressure on the gel cushion results in pressure on the pressure switch; 

said alarm being connected ilo said pressure switch to be controlled thereby; 
the alarm system being armed upon pressure being placed on the pressure pad and 
activated upon a release of thei pressure if said pressure is removed longer than a 
predetermined time after the alaijm is activated. 



(.amended) A pressure pqra according to claim 17 in which the pressure switch 



>^cludes two conductors spaced by/a flexible material that permits contact between the 
conductors i 



under a predetermined amount of pressure; said pressure switch being located 
under said gel cushion wherein said pressure switch receives pressure from a patients 
weight above said gel cushion transmitted through said gel cushion. 



Please add new claims ^l-S'Tas follows: 




21 . (New) A method according to claim 2 wherein the step of placing a second 
sepadHnjuxtaposition with the first sensor includes the substep of placing a mechanical 
switch in a position to be activated when tne patient attempts to leave a location. 

22. (New) A method according ro claim 2 wherein the step of placing a second 
sensor in juxtaposition with the first sensor includes the substep of placing a photoelectric 
sensor in a position to be activated withfthe patient attempts to leave a location. 

23. (New) A method accordingfto claim 2 in wherein the step of placing a second 
sensor in juxtaposition with the first seijsor includes the substep of detecting the direction 
of motion of the patient. 



24. (New) A method accordira to claim 3 wherein the step of activating the alarm 
when the pressure above the predetermined pressure is removed from the armed pressure 
pad after said predetermined time comprises the substeps of generating a signal upon 
arming of said pressure pad, transmitting said signal through a first path to a 
microprocessor wherein a flag is set in said microprocessor; transmitting said signal in a 
second path, delaying said signal lin said second path in a delay line external to said 
microprocessor; applying said delayed signal from said second path to said microprocessor 
wherein said flag is removed; transmitting an alarm if said pressure above the 
predetermined pressure is removed from said pressure pad while said flag is present. 



. Lm3w.e.in*es.epo.a*a«ngtt.eal3an 

.„op.««sso.oseU«a.upona J.-^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

transmittinflanalarmifsaiap 
after said predetemined time. 

i „,ancew«h cairn 11 .u*erinoiuding a second 
.appa^usin ajc.^^^^^^^^ 

leave a location. 



sensor Wherein saa second sensor 
actuated v.hen.hepa«en,a«en,p1s. 



u ,o-.m 11 further including a second 
,M<.nrp With c aim n luims^ 

-^-""^^ealaiocalicn. 

,^.ance«.o,ai.11— — 
.„.o„sin.respons.e.osaidsi.na.inc,udes.ean 

eondsensor.orde.e.in..edirec..no..o.ono, 



activated «i.h*epa«en. attempts' 



28. (New) An apparatus in 
sensorwi^ereinthen-eansinthecor 
.esponsivetoafirstsensorandthe 

the patient. 



29. (New) An apparatus ii 
„,,„,atieastpa.tivw«n*- 



a..rdancewit.c.ai.11--rinc,udin,ana,a. 
4sin.w.ereinana.ar.isa..a.edwnenapressure 

4 



------ ::::rt^^^ 

microprocessor whe.«m a flag IS set ,n J ^cond path in a delay line 

.nannaseoondp...eans.de,aJsa.s..^^,^n^s^^s^^^^^^^^ 



, n^ns for applying said delayed signal from said 
eternal ,o sa« ..roprocessor; and n«^ns ^^^^ 

_d paf. .0 said .coprocessor ^ ^^^^^^^ ^ 

. «hnN,e the predetermined pressure is remov 
if said pressure above tne p<« 

while said flag is present. 

I Hina to claim 1 1 further including an alarm means 

p^etenn,ned.n«, J ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^en a 

arming o, said pressure pad, ^ t , means for fransm^ing 

an alann if said pressure more thah sard pred 
predetenriined time. 

member to the pressure switch 



